
Sunday, December 14  •  2pm – 4pm
Meet our licensed staff • Get a tour of the preschool • Learn about the enrollment process

Learn about our three and four-year-old preschool programs

The Beachwood City School District was 
reconfigured in the summer of 2007 and as a 
result the kindergarten moved from Fairmount 
to Bryden Elementary School, which created 
a better transition for the kindergarteners and 
allowed for new expansions at Fairmount Early 
Childhood Center. Fairmount preschool is a 
private, District-sponsored learning center that 
is open to three and four-year-old residents 
and non-residents. 

Now that more space is readily available at 
Fairmount, preschoolers have the opportunity 
to learn in a variety of different open-ended 
class environments. 

As part of the prescribed Beachwood City 
School District curriculum, preschoolers are 
nurtured through a 

number of learning centers such as: blocks, housekeeping, writing, 
literature, music, manipulatives, math, art and textures. Preschoolers 
have engaged in other exciting activities this fall like planting and 
tending their mini outdoor garden, setting free butterflies they watched 
grow, accessing technology with sessions in the library’s computer 
area, and learning about environmental issues by designing their 
own “green costumes”. 

Depending on the need, preschoolers have access to a full-spectrum 
of services as they work towards personalized developmental milestones. 
Service offerings include: working closely with occupational therapists, 
physical therapists, speech therapists, and/or child psychologists. 

Fairmount has also gained a new dimension by hosting high school 
Excel TECC students as field students in the preschool classrooms.  
At Fairmount, such students develop knowledge and skills under 
the guidance of licensed teachers and classroom assistants prior to 
entering the field of early childhood education.
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Fairmount Early Childhood Center Offers a Jump Start in Curriculum 
2-B-2 is a new enrichment program for 

two-year-olds and their parents that started 
this fall. This program meets once a week 
and provides the opportunity for parents and 
children to come to a learning environment 
and have an hour and a half of enrichment 
playtime in a classroom setting. 

Enrollment for next year’s preschool classes 
and extended care (7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.) and 
will begin in January 2009.

Pictured, right: Teacher Susan Ferrazza 
shares the bounty of the preschool garden 
with her three-year-old students.

Pictured, below: Director Jane Mayers 
and preschoolers show that being “green” on 
Halloween doesn’t have to be scary.

Registration for the 2009-2010 school year begins January 21 (for Beachwood residents)
and January 28 (for non-Beachwood residents). If you would like to attend the open house please call

Jane Mayers, Director, at 216.292.2344. The Fairmount Early Childhood Center is a private,
District-sponsored learning center, offering personalized and nurturing programs.

Fairmount Early Childhood Center Open House
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The Forum took place at Beachwood Middle School and the 
evening began with a series of speakers and ended with a lively 
public Q & A session with responses from a panel.

“Together we created a catalyst for continued discussions and 
ongoing cries for action, which are the key elements needed to 
address the funding concerns of our public schools. Hopefully, 
our collective voices have reached the ears of our elected officials 
and they will have the courage to act,” commented Dr. Markwardt 
after the event.

Channel 22 will air the Forum on December 8-12, at 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. each day.

Dr. Richard Markwardt 
and Jeff Smith, the Safety 
Officer of the District, have 
been working closely with 
Mayor Merle Gorden, Chief 
of Police Mark Sechrist, 
Commander Pat Sullivan, and 
Commander Darrel Dunham on 
the District’s updated security 
plan. The staff will continue 
practicing procedural lock-down 
drills with their students over 
the next few months in each 
building.

Pictured, left: Commander 
Pat Sullivan of the Beachwood 
Police Department reviews drill 
procedures during the in-service 
presentation.

Pictured, right: School 
Psychologist Christin Weyn 
gets a sense of what is readily 
available through the Beachwood 
Police Department.

After reading a Sun News article on school funding, Dr. Richard 
Markwardt, Superintendent of Beachwood City Schools, contacted 
Senior Editor Mary Jane Skala and suggested that they collaborate 
and host a School Funding Forum. Excited at the opportunity, 
they set a date for October 22 and invited area superintendents, 
administrators, school board members, legislators, the Ohio Fair 
Schools Campaign, Education Voters of Ohio, and the public to 
discuss concerns regarding school funding in Ohio.

Dr. Markwardt explained, “School funding has been a long-
standing issue weighing heavily on all of our minds and we were 
pleased to host this event in cooperation with the other organizations.”

Staff had an in-service on November 4 that served as a day 
to learn about preparedness and safety within our schools. Staff 
reviewed the District’s security plan, learned about each individual 
school’s plan, participated in lock-down simulations, and interacted 
with technology and security resources that are readily available 
through the Beachwood Police Department. This learning session 
exemplified the true partnership that the City has with the Schools.  

Dr. Markwardt Initiates Listening Forum 

Channel 22 will 
air the Forum on 

December 8-12, at  
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

each day.

Preparedness and Security for Our Schools

 Pictured, from left: Dr. Anthony Podojil, Superintendent of West Geauga Local Schools; Joseph Regano, Superintendent of Solon 
City Schools; Dr. William Zelei, Superintendent of South Euclid-Lyndhurst City Schools; Dr. Richard Markwardt, Superintendent 
of Beachwood City Schools; Jim Betts, Executive Director of Alliance for Adequate School Funding; Michele Mills, Treasurer for 
the Beachwood City School District; Tom McGuire, Treasurer of the Ohio Fair Schools Campaign; Shaun Tucker, Interim Executive 
Director of the Ohio Fair Schools Campaign; Julian Rogers, Executive Director from Education Voters of Ohio; Kent Smith, Board 
Member of the Euclid Board of Education.

This learning
session exemplified 
the true partnership 

that the City has with 
the Schools.


